TEN YEARS LATER
words, "bullied the bully" by telling Caroline that
rather than give way William would take the whole
thing into court. Caroline was always ready for
publicity, even of an undesirable kind: but her rela-
tions were more reasonable. In the end the matter was
referred to the arbitration ofher cousins Lord Althorp
and the Duke of Devonshire, who proposed a com-
promise of 3^2,500 a year. Both parties accepted die
setdement; neither was pleased with it. William
thought he would never be able to afford so large a
sum; Caroline, on the other hand, informed her
friends that she was going to be so poor, as to be in
danger of dying of starvation. Indeed the version of
this particular passage in her history, which she
published to the world, had even less relation to the
truth than usual. At the same time that she was
squabbling with William over money and accusing
him of every vice under heaven, she told Lady Morgan
that she loved him more than anyone in the world, and
that he was being forced away from her against his
will by the machinations of his family. Her letter
ended with the usual announcement ofher imminent
demise. "If I would but sign a paper," she said, with
bitter sarcasm, "all my rich relations will protect me,
and I shall no doubt go with an Almack's ticket to
heaven."
Trouble was not yet at an end. It was one thing to
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